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Social cohesion but 
also economics



Publicly accessible data sources
• https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=IDD (OECD….not as user 

friendly….some GINI’s and income idicators

• https://data.cso.ie/product/SILC2020 (The survey on income and living 
conditions is where most of our indicators/measures care sourced)

• https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-
conditions/data/database (EU SILC for comparing across countries)

(all of the above based predominantly from SILC)
• https://wid.world/data/ (Piketty project….tax units rather than 

households)

https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=IDD
https://data.cso.ie/product/SILC2020
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions/data/database
https://wid.world/data/


resources
• https://tortoiseshack.ie/644-economic-inequality-and-orthodoxy-with-

economists-seamus-coffey-ciaran-nugent/
• https://www.irishexaminer.com/business/economy/arid-41037245.html
• https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/living-wage-estimate-based-living-

costs-it-should-stay-way
• https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/irelands-extreme-market-income-

inequality-highly-gendered-issue
• https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/wages-ireland-are-more-unequally-

distributed-any-other-high-income-eu-country
• https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/even-through-narrow-lens-income-

evidence-inequality-has-fallen-ireland-mixed-best

https://tortoiseshack.ie/644-economic-inequality-and-orthodoxy-with-economists-seamus-coffey-ciaran-nugent/
https://www.irishexaminer.com/business/economy/arid-41037245.html
https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/living-wage-estimate-based-living-costs-it-should-stay-way
https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/irelands-extreme-market-income-inequality-highly-gendered-issue
https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/wages-ireland-are-more-unequally-distributed-any-other-high-income-eu-country
https://www.nerinstitute.net/blog/even-through-narrow-lens-income-evidence-inequality-has-fallen-ireland-mixed-best


Poverty
• Income? 
 At-risk-of-poverty (AROP), Persistent at risk of poverty, extreme poverty (arbitrary thresholds?)

• Material/consumption based indicators
• Minimum essential standard of living
• Adequacy of income/wages? Current debate on how to measure it 
• Financial insecurity
• Wealth

• ‘Ireland’s official poverty target is set in terms of levels of ‘consistent poverty’. This metric 
combines two concepts of poverty i.e. one which conceives of poverty in terms of relative 
income, and one concept relating poverty to deprivation’

• Issues in comparing across countries and over time? What about out of pocket expenses? Welfare 
provision?



At the end of day, we’re trying to measure living standards…those below a certain minimum 
(poverty) and the distribution (inequality)

1) Over time (progress?)
2) Relative to other countries

a. Groups? 
Women/young people/disabled/single parents/elderly 
/children/workers/inactive/households v families v tax units/renters v 
homeowners….internationally

b. Mathematical measurements of distribution
Quantiles, quintiles, deciles, percentiles, median, mode (not so much), shares
*beware of averages.





Ireland share of the Irish population
at risk of poverty or social exclusion (Eurostat, 2021) 20.0%
material deprivation (CSO, 2022) 17.1%
at risk of poverty (CSO, 2021) 11.6%
persistent poverty (Eurostat, 2021) 10.6%
Make ends meet with difficulty or great difficulty (Eurostat, bottom 2 of 6 choices, 2021) 15.7%
Unable to afford an unexpected expense of circa €1,000 (Eurostat, 2021) 29.7%
consistent poverty (CSO, 2021) 4.0%

How do we put a number on an abstract 
concept? (imperfectly)







Consider who we are counting too. Market income-over 65’s? Children?

Income

Market 
Income Unit

- Household/
Dwelling
- Tax unit
- Individual
- Adult
- Workin age adult

Gross 
Income

Disposable 
Income

Equivalised 
Disposable 
Household 

Income



Perhaps the most frequent indicator used in Irish discourse
(current threshold as 16,878 for a single adult, 2021) 
*Threshold and estimates differ slightly between the CSO and Eurostat due to different weightings for 
households







Which do you think captures relative pverty
better across countries?



‘low income (below 60% of the median 
threshold) for at least 2 out of the last 3 years’

Current national rate at 10.6% (2020)….9.1% in 
2013, 
EU at 10.7, 
EZ at 11.1, 
Hungary at 4.3%

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view
/ilc_li21/default/table?lang=en







At risk of poverty or social exclusion, abbreviated as AROPE, corresponds to the sum of persons who 
are either at risk of poverty, or severely materially and socially deprived or living in a household with a 
very low work intensity. The indicator is part of the EU Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) indicator 
set where it is used to monitor progress towards SDG 1 on multidimensional poverty











Material/enforced deprivation is 2+, severe is 3+

Eurostat have a different list of 9 and 3+ you’re in deprivation

When you consider differences in measurement between Eurostat and CSO you kind of get a feel for how many 
subjective judgement calls there are in deciding how to measure (someone might make a different list)

You also get a feel for issues on measurement over time (they used o ask about fridges and landlines)





Deprivation (breakdown)



Adult children stuck living at home, deprived? Not counted in the deprivation 
figures….might even be biasing them down
Table above= 18-24 yrs*













A few readings on taxation and spending 
policy
• https://www.svp.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SVP-Report_Final.pdf
(The Hidden Cost of Poverty Estimating the Public Service Cost of Poverty in 
Ireland)

• https://publicpolicy.ie/governance/the-irish-taxation-system-trends-over-time-
and-international-comparisons/

• https://publicpolicy.ie/governance/comparing-irish-income-taxation-rates-with-
other-eu-member-states/

• https://www.nerinstitute.net/sites/default/files/research/2020/Tax%20and%20S
pend%20WP%20no.67%20FINAL.pdf

• https://www.nerinstitute.net/sites/default/files/research/2019/taxation_and_rev
enue_sufficiency_in_the_republic_of_ireland.pdf

https://www.svp.ie/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/SVP-Report_Final.pdf
https://publicpolicy.ie/governance/the-irish-taxation-system-trends-over-time-and-international-comparisons/
https://publicpolicy.ie/governance/comparing-irish-income-taxation-rates-with-other-eu-member-states/
https://www.nerinstitute.net/sites/default/files/research/2020/Tax%20and%20Spend%20WP%20no.67%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.nerinstitute.net/sites/default/files/research/2019/taxation_and_revenue_sufficiency_in_the_republic_of_ireland.pdf


Inequality (again, ultimately living standards)
• Income

• Market, gross, disposable, equivalised disposable?
• Individuals/adults/households/families/tax units?
• Gender, generation, regional, across/within countries
• Climate?
• GINI’s (Lorenz curve), percentile shares, percentile ratios?

• Wealth
• Opportunity
• Life expectancy
• Sen



Distribution?





How it is discussed in Ireland

Inequality 
(economic/living 
standards/living 

conditions)

Income

Market 
Income

Measuring 
distribution

Unit
- Household/
Dwelling
- Tax unit
- Individual
- Adult
- Workin age 
adult

Indicator
- GINI
- Percentile 
Ratios (dozens 
of options)
- Percentile 
Shares
(dozens of 
options)

Gross Income

Disposable 
Income

Equivalised 
Disposable 
Household 

Income

Welfare state 
and services 
(education, 

childcare,health, 
transport)

Consumption
(cost of 

living/out of 
pocket expenses/

deprivation)

Wealth

Opporunity



Political economy related to dominant narratives





Not really inequality but average living standards across countries



Not really inequality but average living standards across countries. ‘Preferred’ by Eurostat



Net Household disposable income=the rest 
combined



• Our dominant understanding of inequality in Ireland is based on the 
GINI coefficient (the dominant indicator internationally) and basically 
says we’re the most unequal in the EU in market income inequality, 
once transfers are included (gross income) we drop down a few spots 
and when taxes are deducted, we drop down another few places in 
the rankings and land about mid-table.

• This often is short handed to ‘we have average levels of inequality’ 
and ‘it hasn’t increased where it has elsewhere’















https://publicpolicy.ie/downloads/papers/2020/Comparing_Irish%20In
come_Taxation%20Rates_with_other_EU_Member_States.pdf















The ratio of 'upper class' earnings to 'working class' earnings (based on a wide, three category 
schema) is the highest in Ireland of any EU country (2017) according to a recent cross-national study 
on social class and earnings.
https://t.co/KrTKgPtLCu







Ireland had the third highest emissions of greenhouse gases per capita in 
the EU in 2015 at 13.2 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent per capita. 
Ireland's emissions were 50% higher than the EU average of 8.8 
tonnes.(world inequality database)

The world’s richest 1% are set to have per capita consumption emissions in 2030 that are still 30 
times higher than the global per capita level compatible with the 1.5⁰C goal of the Paris Agreement, 
while the footprints of the poorest half of the world population are set to remain several times below 
that level. By 2030, the richest 1% are on course for an even greater share of total global emissions 
than when the Paris Agreement was signed. Tackling extreme inequality and targeting the excessive 
emissions linked to the consumption and investments of the world’s richest people is vital to keeping 
the 1.5⁰C Paris goal alive.
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/carbon-inequality-2030

https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/carbon-inequality-2030


Regional income inequality

https://data.cso.ie/table/CIA02

https://data.cso.ie/table/CIA02


Wage Share (% GDP)

https://w3.unece.org/SDG/en/Indicator?id=30

https://w3.unece.org/SDG/en/Indicator?id=30


Fix=
collective bargaining?
Universal basic services?
Childcare?
Living Wage?
New top rate of tax?
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