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An Chéad Dáil 1919 – Democratic Programme  



“It shall be the first duty of the Government of the 
Republic to make provision for the physical, mental 
and spiritual well-being of the children, to secure 
that no child  shall suffer hunger or cold from lack of 
food, clothing, or shelter, but that all shall be 
provided with the means and facilities requisite for 
their proper education and training .” 

An Chéad Dáil 1919 – Democratic Programme  



CSO measures of deprivation – unable to afford: 
• heating at some stage in the last year 

• a morning, afternoon or evening out in the last fortnight   

• 2 pairs of strong shoes  

• a roast once a week  

• a meal with meat, chicken or fish every second day  

• new (not second-hand) clothes 

• a warm waterproof coat 

• to keep the home adequately warm 

• to replace any worn out furniture Unable to afford to have family or 
friends for a drink or meal once a month  

• to buy presents for family or friends at least once a year 



Deprivation % in working households 
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Deprivation % different households 
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But we need to talk more about the ‘social 
wage’…. 

 Education 

 Early care 

 Elder care 

 Health 

 Community services 

 Pensions 



The human cost of rising poverty and 
homelessness…. 



The human cost of rising poverty and 
homelessness…. 



Distribution of workers by hourly rate of pay 2009 



Distribution of workers by hourly rate of pay 2009 



A vision of Ireland 2030 

• Living income for all 
• Thriving enterprise sector 
• Full employment 
• Decent work 
• Excellent public services 



Distribution of Gross Income by households, 2011 

‘top 10%’ 

Micheál Collins: NERI Research InBrief. No 9. February 2014 



The temptation of Odysseus…. 



notesonthefront.typepad.com/ 





#newcourse….#cruthnua 



www.NERInstitute.net 



This says it all…. 



Follow us on web/social media…. 



To sum up … 
 The best way to reward work is to pay decent living wages.  
 The best relief to give hard-pressed working families is to stop 

cutting further into education, health and welfare.  
 The best way to ensure greater social equality is to increase 

Ireland’s ‘social wage’ 
 The best way to tackle poverty is to create decent jobs that pay, 

not welfare-dependent households which must rely on a 
fragmented combination of tax reliefs and welfare payments. 

 The best way to create employment is through enterprise – 
public, private and voluntary/not-for-profit. 

 The best way to fix our public finances is to grow the economy – 
not to continue cutting our way out of a deficit. 

 And the best way to raise levels of happiness and well-being is by 
economically empowering individuals and communities so that 
they can live lives of worth and mutual support and caring. 
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