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Context 

• The struggle to regain previous levels of employment 
 

• Focus on the unemployment rate misses important points  
 - about Ireland’s economic performance 
 - about changing demographics 
 - about emigration 
 - about the changing make-up of the labour force 
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Key Points… 

… re the current employment situation 
 

• headline unemployment rate in April 2016 was 8.4% 
• a decrease (seasonally adjusted) of  
 - 0.2% over the last 3 months 
 - 1.3% over the last 12 months 
• 44,100 jobs created in the 12 months to December 2015 
• Long-term unemployment rate remains high, at 4.7%  
• (approx 55% of those unemployed) 
• There was an increase in the Labour force of 18,000 over the 

last 12 months 
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Key Points… 

… re the current employment situation 
 

• positive job creation in the Irish economy, year on year, since 
Q3 2012  

• Current total of 1,983,000 jobs 
• 157,900 short of the pre-recession peak of 2,140,900, 

recorded in Q3, 2007 
• No longer sufficient to aim for this, though 
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Evolution of the Jobs Gap 
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Projected Closing of the Jobs Gap 
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Projected Closing of the Jobs Gap 
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Projected Closing of the Jobs Gap 
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Long-term unemployment trends since 1998 
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Long-term unemployment trends since 1998 
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Long-term unemployment as a 
percentage of total unemployment 
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Long-term unemployment as a 
percentage of total unemployment 
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Long-term youth unemployment 
(total and by gender) 
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Long-term youth unemployment 
(total and by gender) 
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As a % of all long term unemployed since 2007 
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Long-term unemployed older 
workers as a % of.... 
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Long-term unemployment trends since 1998 
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Long-term unemployment trends since 1998 
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CONCLUDING REMARKS 



Thank you                  
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