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• In 2016 the Hibernia Forum publish “We need to weed 
out bogus disability claims for the people who really 
need it”

• 3 sources - The first misread the census and the others 
contradict the article.

• 1 – David McWilliams “Mystery of disability” 2013

• 2 – C&AG Annual Report 2003 chapter 13

• 3 – Disability Allowance statistics

• TheJournal.ie version has  21,058 views [as of 
10/5/17], 140 comments and 133 shares



Hibernia Forum (2016) say



David McWilliams (2013) says



Source Census 2002 CSO.ie
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Source Census 2011 CSO.ie



Figures sourced CSO.ie



Figures sourced CSO.ie



Notes and caveats

• The above was based on the CSO’s interactive census 
tables for their respective years.

• McWilliams does not say the increase is down to 
welfare fraud, he is openly unsure of the cause, his 
readers make the assumption.

• The Census may underestimate the number of disabled 
people 13% population in 2011 Census, 8.1% 2006 
census – 18.5% National Disability Survey (2006).

• NDS brought figures in line with  Census for US 19.3% 
2002, Canada 16% 2001, England + Wales, 18.2 2001, 
NI 19.7 2001 + 18.0 2006 SADL, New Zealand 20% 
2003, Australia 2001 19.8 (NDS 2006 :20) 



Back pain statistics
Hibernia Forum 2016



Damning Except 
C&AG 2003 pg 124



Disability Allowance (Hibernia Forum 
2016)



Department of Social Protection Value for money review of 
disability allowance (figures up to 2008) pg 29 [Department of 

Social Protection Annual Review 2014 (figures from 2006) pg 95.



How easy is it to get on DA?

• Disability is seen as a legitimate reason not to be in the labour force 
– but DA perceived as particularly vulnerable to fraud.

BUT:
• “Between January and April, the Department of Social Protection 

turned down 4,823 applications – this represents a 61 per cent 
refusal rate, up from 54 per cent in 2010.” – Willie O’Dea quoted 
thejournal 20/10/12 

• High rate of refusal (55%), high level of successful appeals –
Examiner 11/3/14

• 42% refused disability allowance first go in 2016, closer to 50% in 
2015. – Examiner 3/2/17

• Fraud and error accounts for 2.1% of DA expenditure - O’Broin SBP 
23/4/17 pg. 20 – (1.2% fraud, 0.9% error) equivalent to 1.6% of 
claims being fraudulent and 0.7% down to error (DSP 2012:5).



Potential consequences

• UK Experience of benefit cuts – UN report (2016) 
shows media portrayal central to this. 

• Aside from social protection:
• Prejudice - see UK Experience of Hate Crime – “Of the 

61 who gave further details about their experience, 
11 mentioned being called ‘scroungers’ or being told 
to get off benefits, or that they were too lazy to 
work”(Quarmby 2015 – self reported 100 person 
survey)

• Quarmby quotes one respondent: “Bigotry, fuelled by 
propaganda against people on benefits”. (Quarmby
2015)



Welfare fraud accusations and 
(mis)understanding of impairment

• Quarmby 2015 identifies not looking disabled as a hate crime 
flashpoint in the UK,  note the assumption of benefit fraud below: 

• “I’ve been chastised for managing to walk to my front gate without 
my walking stick, (it’s only a couple of steps). I’ve been insulted for 
using a disabled toilet and slapped on a bus for using a designated 
seat. I’ve twice been reported to the DWP for being a ‘bogus’ 
claimant…had my car repeatedly scratched (16 reports to police), 
had my car spat on and an egg thrown on it.” (Quarmby 2015)

• “I was asked why I use a wheelchair some times but had been seen 
using sticks on others days, I tried to explain that my condition 
varies from day to day and on days when I can walk I try to do so. I 
was then told I was just fat and lazy and was doing it to get benefits. 
I have been abused for using a blue badge. Been called a spastic, 
and to go to bloody work…I have been spat at.” (Quarmby 2015)
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