
Trends in emissions &
structural questions

28th April 2021
NERI Seminar Series

Paul Goldrick-Kelly Twitter: @PaulGK_NERI 

WEBSITE: www.nerinstitute.net

Current research programme undertaken in 
collaboration with NUI Maynooth with funding 
from the Irish Research Council.

http://www.nerinstitute.net/


Evidence for transition to date?



Decoupling?



Employment Decoupling?



Where are the emissions?



Questions of political economy

• The quintessential successful case of the Ruhr occurs in the context of Germany’s                
“co-ordinated market economy” (CME) vs Republic of Ireland, UK “Liberal market 
economies” (LME).

• Cetkovic & Buzogány (2016):
• CMEs characterised by incremental and continuous innovation patterns

• Developed state – industry- science links through cooperation between firms, banks, 
research sector for longer termist perspectives

• Emphasis on vocational training.

• Comprehensive and stable support for renewable sector.

• Former focus on decentralised development path.



Some aspects of the Irish case

• Low levels of public R&D spend. Deficits in education spend.

• Indicators such as patents per head in circular economy low.

• Relatively underdeveloped coordinating institutions in many areas –
often piecemeal.

• Should Ireland imitate, build something more like a CME economy?


