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Data in labour market policy
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The inclusion of lived experience in policymaking

- The Journal, 17 January 2019
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What counts as data in social policy?
1901 Census, Ireland   2011 2016 2022 Census, Ireland
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What counts as data in social policy?
Administrative data? Application forms? Census? 
Labour Force Survey? Lived experience?
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Labour Force Survey 
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Lived experience in the policy cycle

Howlett et al., 2009
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Extracting data from people
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Boundary cases 
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Labour market statistics in Northern Ireland

In the field since October 2023
This data is being used to … examine …  
level of representativeness with the 
characteristics of the population.

• Ongoing work to transform the Labour Force Survey (LFS)

• New NI Labour Market Survey (LMS)
• A locally tailored and shortened NI questionnaire
• Closely aligns with ONS Core Transformed Labour Force 

Survey for GB
• NI LMS could represent 47% increase in cases compared to 

LFS
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So, what is the lived in lived experience?
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The absence of lived experience in Irish labour 
market policy

Howlett et al., 2009



Further reading:

www.hecat.eu
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