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assessment



Donal Nevin

born 20 January 1924 at 8 Cornmarket Row, Limerick

second youngest of eight children of

Thomas, self-employed cabinetmaker, and Alice

childhood ‘without affluence’ but ‘sufficient and happy’







Donal Nevin

attended Sexton Street CBS
fixture in the Carnegie Library

six Leaving Cert Honours
First Prize in Oireachtas essay competition

1941, Clerical Officer Statistics Branch, Department of 
Industry & Commerce

active in the Civil Service Clerical Association





Donal Nevin

when first in Dublin during the Emergency

serves in the LDF (Local Defence Force)

and saves hay on a farm in Meath





Donal Nevin

Labour Party 
Honorary Parliamentary Officer

Chair, Dublin Regional Council, 1955

drafted speeches for Young Jim Larkin

1957 Workers’ Union of Ireland
No 15 Clerical Branch

effectively the WUI Research Department



Welcome Home rally for release of Unemployed leaders, College Green, 1953







Donal Nevin
WUI journals – Report & Bulletin

close to Young Jim Larkin
Frank Cluskey

poverty & social welfare





Catherine Bulbulia (FG), Niall 
Andrews (FF), Donal Nevin, 
Reg September (ANC), John 
Hume (SDLP), Ruairí Quinn 
(Labour), Tomás MacGiolla

(WP) & Kader Asmal (IAAM) 
celebrate ANC 75th 
Anniversary, 1987

Protest against 
Springboks tour,

1970





Donal Nevin

an internationalist 
admiration for writings of 

Antonio Gramsci

attended conference of CGIL
Confederazione Generale Italiana del 

Lavoro
with Bill Attley

interest in Eurocommunism



Antonia 
Gramsci

& 
Donal Nevin



Donal Nevin

an internationalist with 
‘an absolute horror of war and violence’

Irish CND, Anti-Vietnam War 

supported Irish entry to EEC, 1973

accepted foundation vision
peaceful Europe

modernising social Ireland





ICTU Conference on EEC, Malahide, 1988: Patricia O’Donovan; Christy Kirwan (ITGWU), Peter Cassells, Gerry Quigley (ICTU 
President/INTO), Jacques Delours (President European Commission), Nevin, Brian Lenihan, Minister for Foreign Affairs



Donal Nevin

`

hears Jim Larkin’s street orator
in campaigns against the Trade Union Act, 1941

and Wages Standstill Orders

1949 appointed Irish Trades Union Congress’s 
first Research Officer

edits Trade Union Information, 1950-1982
ground-breaking source for industrial relations

industrial, economic, social and political 
information & data



James Larkin 
Junior & 

John Swift





Nevin, 
Thomas & 

Marie 
Johnson, 

Sheila & John 
Conroy



Final ITUC Executive, 
seated, l-r, Patrick 

Crowley, James Sloan, 
Norman Kennedy, 
Dominick Murphy, 
Walter Carpenter, 

Ruaidhrí Roberts, Jack 
Macgougan, W.J. 

Leeburn, Andy Barr; 

standing Seán Casey, 
Nevin, James Larkin, 
Harold Binks, John 
McAteer, Robert 

Smith, Jimmy Tully, 
Andrew Faulkner



Donal Nevin

1960-2004, founder member ESRI (Economic & Social Research Institute)
National Industrial Economic Council
National Economic & Social Council

Committee on Industrial Organisation, prior to EEC entry

active & informed member of Commissions on Taxation

1969-1963 led to PAYE system





Dublin Council of Trade 
Unions demand 

Fair Taxation, c1980
Paddy Donegan (ITGWU), Ruaidhridh

Roberts (ICTU), Paddy Coughlan 
(Painters), Tom McGrath (ICTU), Sam 
Nolan (DCTU), Dan Murphy (PSEU), 

Mai Clifford (IWWU), Nevin, unknown, 
Mick O’Halloran (ICTU), Charlie 

Monoey (AGEMOU)



Donal Nevin

1966 becomes ICTU Assistant General Secretary

1982-1989 succeeds Ruaidridh Roberts as General Secretary

a fountain of position papers, briefings, 
representations to Inquiries and Commissions, 

Dáil briefings,
radio & television presentations & interviews

policy formation & Congress addresses

key role in nineteen-week Post Office Workers’ Union strike, 
1979



Irish TUC Head 
Office staff, 1959

l-r, Shirley Lowe, 
Ruairidh Roberts, 

Máire MacDonagh, 
Nevin, Clare O’Neill



Donal Nevin

as ICTU General Secretary

seen as aloof, 
‘somewhat removed’ industrially

thinking behind 
Programme for National Recovery, 1987

he saw it as moving towards 
a (Young) Larkinite vision





Donal Nevin 

developing thinking
for united, collective representation 

of trade union policies
to Government

on economic planning, incomes, 
job creation, social welfare,

Education, health

National Understandings 1979

Programme For National Recovery, 1987



Donal Nevin

Combat Poverty Agency
European Social Fund Advisory Committee

Focus Ireland
Higher Education Authority 

Irish Hospice Foundation
Irish National Productivity Committee
Irish Council of People with Disability

Irish Times Trust

commitment to and engagement in
Commissions and organisations

‘Stakhanovite’



Donal Nevin

labour historian

1913: Jim Larkin & the Dublin Lockout

Lion of the Fold

James Connolly: A Full Life

RTÉ Thomas Davis Lectures
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Donal Nevin

Honorary Doctorates

University of Limerick
National University of Ireland

National Council of Educational Awards
Royal Dublin Society

Doctorᶟ - ‘Doctor Cubed’

2012, Nevin Economic Research Institute



Honorary 
Doctorate of Laws, 

University of Limerick

Anne Sadlier,
former Labour TD and 
ITGWU/SIPTU Official 

Frank Prendergast 
& Donal Nevin



Donal Nevin

private life

1952 met Kerrywoman Maura Murphy 
in Adelaide Ballroom

1960 marries

daughter (and unofficial Secretary) 
Anne



Donal Nevin

died 16 December 2012, St Vincent’s Hospital

another ‘full life’

sense of social justice
informed by deeply-held religious beliefs

courteous but tough negotiator
fastidiously researched detail

restless, always a project





Donal Nevin

‘an intellectual giant of the trade union 
movement’

a great twentieth century Irishman

under-appreciated

time for doctoral study ?



Donal Nevin – from LDF to ICTU
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